SANTA ROSA FAMILY HISTORY CONFERENCE – LINKING GENERATIONS – Feb 2 2019
Class Schedule
Keynote
Morning
Session
9:00 –
9:50A.m.

Location

A - Chapel

B - Primary

C - Nursery

D – Relief
Society
Room

E - Multi—
purpose
room

Lunch
Break
11:45-1:00

Keynote speaker: C rista C ow an
G etting the M ost O ut of A ncestry
Are you getting the most out of your Ancestry subscription? Even if you don’t have a subscription, are
you aware there are many things you can access for free? W e will cover the major areas of
the Ancestry.com website and show you our favorite tools for advancing your family history researc h .
Class Session 1
10:00 – 10:45 a.m.
Presenter – Class

Class Session 2
11:00 – 11:45 a.m.
Presenter – Class

Merrill White – Using FamilySearch
FamilySearch and its predecessors have been actively gathering,
preserving and sharing genealogical records worldwide for
over 100 years. This introductory class will help you navigate
the FamilySearch website and access information from the
largest collection of genealogical records in the world.
Wendy Wheelwright – Crossing the Pond – Learning about
your immigrant ancestors
This class will focus on tips and strategies for tracing U.S.
ancestral lines back to European homelands. The course will
cover geographic naming conventions, surname changes, and
the differences in researching source documents in Europe
versus North America.

Crista Cowan --- Using Ancestry DNA Results to make family
history discoveries
Look at what you inherited from both sides of your family tree.
We will review Your DNA Story and your DNA Match List and
provide tips for working with those matches to make new family
history discoveries.
Joanna Kolosov – Discovering Your Public Library’s
Genealogy Resources.
Join a librarian from the Sonoma County History & Genealogy
Library for a virtual tour of free resources that can help you
piece together your family history. From unpublished memoirs
and vital data indexes to e-books and genealogy databases,
Sonoma County Library offers a variety of local, national, and
international resources for beginning to advanced
genealogists. See what your library card can unlock!
Laura Gonzalez --- Mexican Genealogy Tips
Tips on getting started in your search for Mexican ancestors.
We’ll go over things such as the types of records available,
naming customs and how to decipher Spanish documents when
you don’t speak the language.

Pat Carhart – Telling the Tales of our Ancestors - Tips on
Writing your Family History
Do their eyes glaze over when you share your most recent
discovery? Tell them a story instead! Combine your findings with
some history and a sense of adventure, mystery, surprise or
tragedy and watch them clamor to hear your tales!
Jeanne Porter – From Bankers Boxes to Order
Organizing Family History Documentation for Better Research
and Family Sharing.

Denise Beeson – Census Records – U.S. Federal and State
Census information provides a method of tracing our ancestors
throughout time. The Federal and State Census are FREE as
well as online with Family Search and Ancestry databases.
Learn how to harvest the vital information and learn about our
ancestors creating a timeline of their lives!

D ining area in cultural hall
(Explore displays, tour family history library)

George McKinney, Marilyn Pahr & Elihu Smith --- Ellis Island
Immigration– A Re-creation Join us as we follow two
immigrants as they leave Lithuania in 1902, travel across
Europe, cross the Atlantic, go through Ellis Island, and travel
on to Lynn, Massachusetts. This is a full-scale re-creation with
performers demonstrating at every step how immigration really
worked and how Ellis Island really operated.
Sharon Elwell – Hidden Treasures of Memory
This class will teach a method for accessing long-forgotten
glimpses of memory to make your personal and family history
lively and engaging.

Keynote
Afternoon
Session
1:00 - 1:45
Location

A - Chapel

Keynote speaker: M errill W hite – Fam ily Search
From Tablet to Tablet
Class Session 3
2:00 – 2:45 p.m.
Presenter – Class

Class Session 4
3:00 – 3:45 p.m.
Presenter – Class

Class Session 5
4:00 – 4:45 p.m.
Presenter – Class

Crista Cowan – Ancestry Search Tips
and Tricks

Merrill White – Search Tips and tricks
on Family Search

Crista Cowan – Using Ancestry to Meet
the Genealogical Proof Standard

Wendy Wheelwright – Adoption
Research

Wendy Wheelwright – Searching for

Sierra Pope – Using Timelines and
Chronologies for Family History

This class will focus on strategies for
researching Adoptions in a family line. The
course will cover prior century adoption
research as well as modern adoption research.

This class will focus on tips and strategies for
researching Germanic records, with particular
focus on Suetterlin and Fraktur scripts, as
well as place-name conventions.

This class will provide an overview how
timelines can improve your genealogical
research. We will also look at options to
share your research with family using
timelines.

Denise Beeson – Family History
Education through FREE online
Databases and Websites

Jeffrey Vaillant – Genealogy Software
Programs

Alma Paniagua – Mi Familia –
Introducción a la investigación de
historia familiar – Introductory Class in

Ancestry has more than 22 BILLION historical
records in more than 32,000 databases. Crista
will share her process of searching and
researching. You will learn why certain
searches return certain kinds of results. You
will also learn how to get exactly what you
are looking for in your search results.

B - Primary

C - Nursery

Too much information to sort through in all
the databases out there? Organize your
research by sourcing the free and easy sites as
well as learn about those “hidden” sites free
to you. Tips and Tricks online will help you
organize what you know and what you need to
know.

D - Relief
Society
Room

E - Multi—
purpose
room

Learn new skills and techniques and lesser
known search tools and features of the
FamilySearch website.

your Germanic Ancestors

There are so many! Which one is for you? Cloud
or software, or a combination of both?!

You don’t have to be a professional
genealogist to use the Genealogical Proof
Standard. You will learn how these five steps
can help make you a better, more successful
researcher and how the tools available on
Ancestry facilitate that experience. This way,
you can be more confident that you are
climbing your own family tree and not someone
else’s.

Spanish Language.
Éste clase cubrirá los sigientes tópicos: llenar
el folleto “Mí Familia,” obtener un nombre de
usuario y contraseña, cómo introducir su
información en FamilySearch, y buscar a sus
antepasados.

Jeffrey Vaillant – Civil War Records
Research

George McKinney – DNA Advanced
Techniques

Jeanne Porter – From Bankers Boxes to
Order

Jean Terribilini – Strengthening Your
Evidence: Attaching Sources in
FamilySearch and Ancestry

Nancy O’Connor Evans – Irish
Genealogy

La Dawn Meade – Preserving
photograph collections

The Irish diaspora is at the heart of
understanding how and why our Irish
ancestors came to be in America. The talk will
summarize the Irish diaspora; how and why Irish
Americans came to be the third largest
ancestry group in America today. Then, using
case studies, we will show how to find and use
the Irish records; with a focus on the Irish Civil
Records and navigating the Irish Catholic
Parish Registers.

This presentation will give an overview of good
archival practices for keeping your family
history photos, heirlooms, love letters and
other important papers intact for future
generations. We will explore several ways to
digitize all of it and save backup copies as
insurance against catastrophic loss. We will
also go over the pros and cons of each
approach so you can select the strategy that
best fits your needs.

Some ins and outs for finding the ancestor
with places to look.

Learn how to attach sources in FamilySearch
and Ancestry, how to move sources between
the two programs, and how to attach hard-copy
sources in your possession.

As time permits, we will cover 5 advanced
topics: triangulation (designating section of
DNA which are associated with a specific
ancestor); use of a spreadsheet to record
triangulation results; Gedmatch; DNA
extensions for Ancestry DNA; and the
peculiarities of X-DNA analysis.

Organizing Family History Documentation for
Better Research and Family Sharing.

